
  

  

 Eliza Lucas Pinckney NSDAR                                                            

American Heritage 2019-2020 

                           The American Heritage Committee was established in 1963 to display the 

objectives of the DAR through the medium of the Cultural Arts.  The Committee’s goals aim “to aid and encourage 

the preservation of our rich American Heritage in the fields of arts, crafts, drama, literature, and music.”  The  Award 

competitions were created by NSDAR as a way for members to  their creativity and exhibit their skills in order to 

preserve the Cultural Arts for future generations.   

             There are five main areas, Art & Sculpture, Crafts, Fiber Arts, Literature & Drama, and Music with a 

total of 38 sub-categories in which members can enter as individuals or in a group within a chapter or state.   Each 

entry must be created and completed as an active member and express the theme established for the year of entry.  

Rise, and Shine Your Light On the 19th Amendment” is the theme for 2019-2020. 

            In each category, there are 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place National 

Winners. At the SCDAR Spring Conference and Fall Forum, all SCDAR entrants are 

recognized and are asked to display their entries.  South Carolina has a history of 

good participation with many National winners each year. Last year,  South Carolina 

had a record 12  National Winners!   

Under the five main areas, there are 38 categories for 2019-20: 

Arts & Scupture (13):                                                                        

Acrylic, Oil, Pastel, Watercolor, Drawing, Multi-media, Collage, 

Color Photography Enhanced, Color Photography Unenhanced, 

Black and White Photography, Sculpture, China painting, Other 

Crafts (6):                                                                                               

Clay pieces, Basketry and Caning, Jewelry, Dolls, Paper Crafts, 

Other Crafts 

Fiber Arts (12):                                                                      

Embroidery, Cross Stitch, Needlepoint, Knitting, Crochet, Hand 

Quilted Quilt, Hand Quilted Wall Hanging, Quilt Top, Weaving, 

Rug making,  Other, Historic Costume*                                                                 

*The Historic Costume category usually has its own specific 

theme.   For 2019-2020 it is Era of the Women’s Suffrage 

Movement: 1848-1920 

Literature & Drama (5):                                                                

Poetry 1-15 lines, Poetry 16-30 lines, Fiction short story or 

narrative, Non-fiction short story or narrative, Drama 

Music (2):                                                                                      

Vocal, Instrumental 

Detailed information for each category is found on the NSDAR 

website.  The following are steps to help navigate: 

Go to dar.org.    At the very top of the home page, click on  

MEMBERS.  To log-in, select South Carolina from the list of 

states,  Eliza Lucas Pinckney from the list of chapters,  and then 

type in your DAR number.  This will put you in the Members Only 

section.  Click on Committees.  These are in alphabetical order 

so you will see American Heritage right away.  Click on this.  You 

will now be where all the information about American Heritage 

may be found. There is a menu on the right for each category, 

the contest form, contest winners, and more.  Be sure to read 

EVERYTHING.  Each category has different requirements.    

All of the categories except Fibers Arts are due postmarked by 

February 15, 2020.  These entries are sent directly to the 

National Vice Chair of the appropriate area.                          

Because of the large number of entries in Fiber Arts, submissions 

are sent to each State Chair or Vice-Chair earlier.                                                                          

All categories of Fiber Arts are due postmarked by           

January 15, 2020  to the SCDAR American Heritage State        

Vice-Chair: Laura Jenkins Thompson and her mailing address is                   

455 Rice Hope Drive, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464.      

Please consider entering.  Your submission does not need to have been created during this calendar year, only during 

the time you have been a member of NSDAR.  It just needs to fit the current year’s theme.  There are many talented 

members in ELP.   Don’t “hide your light under a bushel”, share it with others!   

I am eager to hear from you and help you in this process.  For questions or help with your submission, please contact 

me in person, by email laurajenkinsthompson@gmail.com or ljt.dar.gmail.com, phone or text (843-906-1043). 

Laura Jenkins Thompson, ELP Chair American Heritage and SCDAR American Heritage State Vice-Chair, Fiber Arts 


